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SEP 7 2001 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STAtTjQn! 700 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. SS 1.97 AND 1.98 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
37 C.F.R. § 1.8 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with 
the U.S. Postal Service as First Class Mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, 
D.C. 2023 1 , on ~n^^ f ^ 




^2001. 




Signature 



In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, it is respectfully 
requested that this Information Disclosure Statement be entered and the references listed on attached 
Form PTO-1449 be considered by the Examiner and made of record. A copy of each of the 

references listed on Form PTO-1449 is enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner. 

f 

To Applicant's knowledge, a first Office Action on the merits has not been mailed by the 
Examiner. Accordingly, this Information Disclosure Statement should be considered in accordance 
with 37 C.F.R.§ 1.97(b)(3). 
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In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97(g) and (h), this Information Disclosure Statement 
is not to be construed as a representation that a search has been made or an admission that the 
information cited herein is material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(a). The 
submission of the following information should not necessarily be deemed a concession that any 
particular item constitutes "prior art" to the claimed invention. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: 




Anthony F. Makheny 
Reg. No. 43,77* 
Andrews & Kurth L.L.P. 
600 Travis, Suite 4200 
Houston, Texas 77002 
(713)220-4168 
(713) 238-7260 (fax) 



Attorney for Assignee 
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